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February 3,2003 

Via Hand Dcliveoi 

Marlene H .  Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Comniunicalions Commission 
c/o Vistronix, Inc. 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE,  Suite I10 
Washington, DC 20002 

RECEIVED 

Re: Meredith Corporation 
WHNS and WHNS-DT, Asheville, North Carolina 
MB Docket No. 02-363 
RM - 10604 

Dcar Ms. Dortch: 

Transmilted herewith, on bchalf of Meredith Corporation are an original and four copies of its 
“Rcply Comments of Mcredith Corporation” in connection with the above-referenced proceeding. 

Additional copies of the pleading are also being delivered, either by hand or by U.S. first-class 
mail. to each of  thosc listed on the attached Certificate o f  Service. 

If there are any questions conccming this matter, kindly communicate directly with this office. 

JED.cI 
Enclosure 



Before The 

FEE - 3  2 0 ~ ~  Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D C 20554 

In  the Matter Of 

Amendment of Section 73.606(b) 
Table of Allotments 
Television Broadcast Stations; and 73.622(b), 
Table of Allotments, Digital Broadcast 
Television Stations 
(Asheville, North Carolina and 
Greenville, South Carolina) 

TO: The Chief, Video Division 
Media Bureau 

1 
1 MB Docket No. 02-363 
1 RM - 10604 
) 
1 
) 
1 
) 

REPLY COMMENTS OF MEREDITH CORPORATION 

Meredith Corporation (“Meredith”), licensee of paired Television Broadcast 

Stations WHNS and WHNS-DT, Asheville, North Carolina, by its attorneys and pursuant 

to Section 1.420 of the Commission’s rules and regulations, 47 C.F.R. Q I .420, files these 

Reply Comments in the above-referenced proceeding 

On January 16, 2003, Meredith filed comments in support of the Notice of 

Proposed Rulemuking (“NPRM’),’ and reiterated its commitment to operating WHNS as 

a Creenville station from its existing facilities if the Bureau were to adopt the proposal set 

forth in the NPRM. Meredith has received service of no other comments filed in this 

proceeding, and a review of the FCC’s Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) 

reveals no other comments than those filed by Meredith. As such, the Bureau may 

conclude that the proposed city of license change stands unopposed 

’ DA 02-3 189, released November 25, 2002 
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Further, the lack of any opposition from any other broadcaster in the market, 

combined with Meredith’s continued interest in the change, should dispel any lingering 

concern the Bureau might have that the change would not result in the most beneficial 

allocation of channels within the market. Indeed, as the Commission noted in 1989, it is 

stations that are in the very best position to determine how to best serve their audiences.2 

Meredith has determined that it can best serve the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville- 

Anderson television market as a station licensed to Greenville, South Carolina, and no 

one has tiled any comments to the contrary 

Meredith submits that it has met its burden of showing why the change in city of 

liccnse is exactly the type of change that “would result in a preferential arrangement of 

allotments,”’ and generally would advance the “fair, efficient and equitable distribution of 

radio service.”4 It has shown how the Greenville portion of the market has grown steadily 

over the last decade, and how the majority of local advertising dollars are centered in 

Greenville, which has fewer stations licensed to i t  (three), than does Asheville (four) 

Because Asheville will remain with three full service stations licensed to it, and Meredith 

will not change its broadcast facilities, there is no actual removal of service from the area, 

and even if there were, thc change would not remove either first or second service to the 

community. There are no negative aspects to this change which should prompt any 

concern on the pari of the Bureau. 

’ Motllficcition q fFM and TVAuthorizalions, 4 FCC Rcd 4870, 4873 (1989); ufdModification 
qfFMnnr1 TVAufhorizalions (Reconsideration), 5 FCC Rcd 7094 ( 1  990). 

’ See 4 FCC Rcd a t  4873 

‘ I d  at  4874. 
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WHEREFORE, Meredith respectfully requests that the Commission move with 

all hastc to issue an order amending the table of allotments in Section 73.606(b) and 

73.622(b) to delete analog Channel 21 and digital Channel 57 from Asheville, North 

Carolina, add those channels to Greenville, South Carolina, and modify Meredith’s 

l icenses for WHNS to specify Greenville as the city of license for WHNS and WHNS- 

DT. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MEREDITH COR 

G A R V E Y  SCIIUBEKTBARER 
1000 Potomac Street N.W., FiRh Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
202-965-7880 

February 3,2003 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned, an employee of Garvey Schubert Barer, hereby certifies that 
the foregoins document was mailed this date by First Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, or 
was hand-delivered*, to the following: 

Barbara Kreisman, Division Chief * 
Video Division 
Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, S.W. 
Washington DC 20554 

Fcbruary 3,2003 


